CHAPTER V

THE LECOMPTON FIGHT

IN June, 1856, Lincoln wrote to Trumbull urging him
to attend the Republican National Convention which
had been called to meet in Philadelphia to nominate can-
didates for President and Vice-President and suggesting
that he labor for the nomination of a conservative man
for President. Trumbull went accordingly and cooperated
with N. B. Judd, Leonard Swett, William B. Archer, and
other delegates from Illinois in the proceedings which led
up to the futile nominations of Eremont and Dayton.
The only part of these proceedings which interests us now
is the fact that Abraham Lincoln, who was not a candi-
date for any place, received one hundred and ten votes
for Vice-President. This result was brought about by
Mr. William B. Archer, an Illinois Congressman, who
conceived the idea of proposing his name only a short
time before the voting began, and secured the coopera-
tion of Mr. Allison, of Pennsylvania, to nominate him.
Archer wrote to Lincoln that if this bright idea had oc-
curred to him a little earlier he could have obtained a ma-
jority of the convention for him. When the news first
reached Lincoln at Urbana, Illinois, where he was attend-
ing court, he thought that the one hundred and ten votes
were cast for Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts.

He wrote to Trumbull on the 27th saying, "It would
have been easier for us, I think, had we got McLean"
(instead of Fremont), but he was not without high hopes
of carrying the state. He was confident of electing BissellInterior in a
